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Students9
legal advice
aids needy

M.U. law students
venture into court

By Alan Bale
Missourian staff writer

A 21-year-- old woman, at fault in a car
accident, was going to lose her driver's
license and as a result possibly her job
because she had no insurance and could
not pay a $300 judgment.

A 51-year-- old man in debt, with his
wages garnished, could not file for
divorce and free himself from a
marriage that was not working.

Both legal problems were solved by
University law students working for
Columbia's Independent Legal Services
Association (ILSA), which provides
legal aid to low-inco- me Boone Coun-han- s,

says Shern Rosen, University
School of Law student and director of
ILSA.

"For the woman, ILSA arranged
installment payments to the plaintiffs
insurance company that allowed her to

Insight
keep her license," Ms. Rosen says.
"The man obtained an uncontested
divorce after the student filed for turn in
court."

ILSA, which began in 1971 in af-

filiation with the Human Development
Corporation and the Boone County Bar
Association, allows third-ye- ar law
students to handle non-fe-e generating
civil cases for low-inco-me persons, she
says.

A 1971 Missouri Supreme Court rule
allows the students to appear in court
"Rule 13 allows certified third-ye-ar law
students to appear in any Missouri
court to represent indigents or the state
invipr tho supervision of. b pT''yir"-membe- rofthe Missouri Bar," Ms.
Rosen says.

Clients must meet income eligibility
standards set by the Boone County Bar
Association, but she says income is not
the only consideration. "We take into
account all assets and liabilities," she
says. "A person's overall situation is
the main concern."

Once a case has been accepted,
students handle it under the supervision
of one of the 17 Boone County attorneys
who advise students.

"We couldn't operate without the
donated time from the supervising
attorneys," Ms. Rosen says. "Without
mem there would be no ILSA."

Tim Harlan, a supervising attorney,
also participated in the program as a
University student in 1972 and '73. He
says ILSA provides three benefits: "It
is good experience for the law students,
it provides a service to indigents and it
relieves the Bar of some of its indigent
caseload."

Harlan says some indigent clients
still would receive legal services at
greatly reduced rates from local at-

torneys if ILSA was not operating. "But
some cases would otherwise not be
handled," he says.

Ms. Rosen says up to 30 persons ap-

pear each Wednesday from 7 to 9 p.m.
at the Human Development Cor-

poration offices, 206 S. Fourth St,
seeking legal assistance

"Only about 10 per cent of the people
who come to see us ever get to court,"
Ms. Rosen says. "A lot of the people are
above our income standards, and many

(See STUDENTS, page 13)
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This view shows part of the neglected Flat Branch area along Providence Road

Eyesore, gets another look
ByJimDrinkard
Missourian staff writer

Discussion of how to help the blighted
Flat Branch area in Columbia's core
has quietly, but seriously, been revived
by a loose Chamber of Commerce
coalition headed by former Columbia
Mayor Bob Pugh.

The area known as Flat Branch a
decaying eyesore mat extends four
blocks south of Broadway along the
east side of Providence Road has
been the subject of reclamation efforts
for more than a decade But all the
efforts have failed, and the 34-ac- re

(13 6-hect-
are) tract remains an area of

wasted potential, Pugh said Wed-
nesday.

From Broadway, where the creek
that gives the area its name emerges
from its underground course, to the
University power plant at Stewart

Road, the land is littered with
discarded trucKs and equipment, dotted
by the foundations of abandoned
buildings ana scarred by industrial
waste

A service station, a car wash, an
antique store, a real estate office, an oil
distributorship, an ice plant and a
concrete plant also occupy the area

But now, Pugh said, the time may be
nght for a new effort to reclaim the
area.

The key to the area's reclamation is a
recent move by the city to intervene in
the abandonment by the Missoun-Kansas-Tex- as

Railroad of its track
nght-of-wa- y through the area

The nght-of-wa- y extends four miles
(6.4 kilometers) southwest to link up at
McBaine with the railroad's line from
Jefferson City to BoonviUe.

This spring the railroad advertised
as required by federal regulations

that it was considering abandoning the
nght-of-wa- y. City Manager Terry
Novak contacted the Interstate Com-
merce Commission (ICC) and the
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation in
Washington and learned that the city
could ' intervene" and request first
option on purchase of the railroad's
rights to the 100-foot-wi- de (30-meter-wi- de)

strip of land.
This month the council voted to

formally ask the ICC to study the nght-of-wa- y

for possible acquisition by the
city

That action, together with renewed
talk ot an extension of Elm Street and
the offering of land for sale in the area,
makes renewed discussion of develop-
ment of the area promising, Pugh said

Pugh has met informally with
Chamber of Commerce officials,
businessmen and architects to assess
support for a redevelopment project

and to gather ideas about the best uses
for the area.

"I have been asked (by the Chamber
of Commerce group) to talk to creative
people and see what their ideas are," he
said

"Timing is very important, and this
may be the time. The political com-
ponents might be in place and make it
feasible. I don't know for sure, but my
instincts tell me that If you've got the
tuning and the political unity, you're
halfway there "

Pugh said he fears that if steps are
not taken soon to plan for the
development of Flat Branch, the land
could be eaten up by "strip" com-
mercial development. A "strip" a
line of store-fro- nt establishments that
leaves land behind the frontage lots at
less than its "highest and best" use

(See DEVELOPMENT, page 16)

Local Presley fans
plan own memorial
By Cheri Duncan
and Vidd Allen
Missourian staff writers

More attention may be focused on
the mourning for Elvis Presley in
Memphis, but many Columbia
residents also are feeling sorrow for
their lost youth and a fallen hero.

Columbia record stores report
Elvis' fans are snatching up his
albums at a furious pace, and a
Columbia woman and her daughter
are planning a memorial march
starting at Broadway and Sixth
streets at noon today.

Dee Anderson, 42, of 901 Westport
Drive, and her daughter, Katie, 15,

are organizing the march to "show
Elvis be stall lives as far as we're
coocerned," Mrs. Anderson said.

Mrs. Anderson, mother of 11, oafd

she and Katie had to take sedatives

after learning of their idol's death.
"We can't eat or sleep, and I can't
swallow without a lump in my
throat" Mrs. Anderson said.

Katie said Presley's death is "the
most terrible thing that ever hap-
pened, I guess." She said she and
her mother will hold their memorial
"if we're standing by ourselves."

Other Columbia fans may not be
that dedicated, but Doug Carr,
manager of Best Tapes and
Records, 25 S. Ninth St., said his
store was sold out of Presley records
and tapes by 10:30 a.m. Wednesday,
30 minutes after the store opened.

Carr then ordered about 10 times
the normal order for one artist but
RCA told him it would be at least 10
days before be would receive the
records, he said.

About 60 Presley albums are listed
(See RUSH, page 16)

Icebreaker
reaches
North Pole

USSR shows, off
ships skills in ice

N.Y. Tunes Service

NEW YORK The Soviet Union
announced Wednesday that its nuclear
icebreaker Arkuka had reached the
North Pole, the first surface ship to
break through the Arctic ice to the top
of the world.

Press dispatches from Moscow said
the 25,000-to- n (22,500-ton- nt Arktika
reached the North Pole at 7 p m CDT
Tuesday, m a voyage timed lo nmrV the
80th anniversary of the Bolsrevik
Revolution

The 460-fo- ot (138-mete- '-) ship was
commanded by its regular captain.
Yuri S. Kuchiev, and m an evident
effort to give the expedition added
weight, the Soviet minister of iv
merchant marine was aboard

The voyage, apparently intended to
demonstrate the Soviet Union's in-

creasing capabilities in ice navigation
was performed with the second of a
growing fleet of nuclear icebreakers
The first of the series, the 16.000-to- n

(14,400-tonn- e) Lenin, has beer, in
operation since 1860

The Arktika entered sen. ice m 1975

and the Sibir, its sister ship, is un-

dergoing dock trials at the Baltic
Shipyard in Leningrad

Thus far, the Russians have used
their icebreakers mainly to keep open
shipping lanes along the icebound
northern coast of Siberia, particularlv
between the large nickel, cooper and
platinum mines at Norilsk and the port
of Murmansk

Nuclear icebreakers are more
powerful than conventional diesel-power- ed

icebreakers and can operate
for longer periods before returning to
port. Nuclear ships have enabled the
Soviet Union to extend its Arctv
shipping season from three or four
summer months to more than :ix
months along the crucial Norilsk-Murman- sk

run
Moscow has been giving priority tc

prolonging the navigation period
because platinum and allied metals
figure prominently in Soviet exports to
the United States and other Western
industrial countries The Russians are
eager to sell these and otner natural
resources to earn the foreign exchange
needed for the purchase of modern
Western technology

In a further effort to extend the Arctic
season, nuclear icebreakers were used
in the spring of 1976 and again last
February to convoy supply ships to a
natural-ga-s development project at
Cape Kharasavei on the Yamal
peninsula of northern Sioena

The United States nuclear submarine
Nautilus passed under the North Pole
ice in 1958. Two years later, the
American submarine Skate found an
opening in the ice and surfaced at the
North Pole

Advisory group may keep meetings closed
By David Thomasson
Missourian staff writer

The technical advisory committee for
a new county-cit- y communications
system for police and fire agencies
might continue to hold closed sessions,
a member said Wednesday.

George Hughes, director of disaster
preparedness for Columbia and Boone

County, said he wants to talk with City
Counselor Rhonda Thomas before
deciding whether to open meetings.

"I have no objection to opening the
meetings," Hughes said, "but I'll go by
whatever Rhonda says."

The question of closed sessions for the
group was raised Tuesday after Hughes
refused to admit a Columbia Missou-

rian reporter to a committee meeting.
Hughes said Wednesday he closed the

meeting because personnel matters
were discussed. "We talked about job
descriptions connected with the
communication system," he said, "and
I didn't think these personnel matters
ought to be made public."

Under the Missouri open meeting
law, a meeting may be closed if it
relates to the "hiring, firing or
promotion of personnel "

Hughes said the committee is not

authorized to hire or fire personnel

Steve Paulsell, acting chief of the
Boone County Fire Protection District
and j member of the committee, said
Tuesday, "We did discuss some of the
responsibilities of the administrator,
but we didn't talk about individuals."

Mrs. Thomas told the Missourian
Wednesday that the committee is
exempt from the open meetings law

because it was. not appointed officially
by a governmental body.

The eight-memb-er committee is
composed of police, fire and govern-
ment officials from the city and the
"county.

Hughes said the group was called
together informally to help plan the
communications system. D & M
Engineering of Columbia is designing
the system.

Carter praises music's king
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MEMPHIS, Term. (UPI) More

than 80,000 mourners, sobbing in
anguish and fainting from heat, pushed
and shoved their way to the iron gates
of Elvis Presley's mansion Wednesday
for a final glimpse of the king of rock 'n'
roll.

Only 20,000 of them succeeded.
Some 150 police, sheriffs deputies

and National Guard troops were called
totrontrol the vast crowd that stretched
for a mile on each side of the gates of
Graceland mansion. Three helicopters
hovered overhead.

In the cooL stony silence of the music
room just inside the front door of the 1ft-roo- m

mansion, Presley's body lay in a
copper coffin.

He was dressed in a white suit and a
pale blue shirt, with a white cravat.
Four at a time, for two and a half hours,
the faithful were allowed through for a
final farewell before his burial Thur-
sday.

Several of 42-year--
old singer's fans

fainted to the marble floor as they

walked past the coffin and had to be
earned out

"I think of my first love when I hear
his songs," sobbed Sandra McMahan,
32, who caught a plane from Bir-
mingham when she heard Presley's
heart had failed.

"I was a hell-raisi-ng teen-ag- er when
he was."

"Please don't say he was fat," cned
Mary Murphy, who fainted before she

Related story, page IS

entered the music room and was nearly
hysterical when she left. "They made
him look fat in the coffin."

Presley died on the bathroom floor
upstairs Tuesday of cardiac arrythmia,
an erratic heartbeat doctors said may
have been produced by his high blood
pressure and artery troubles.

He weighed more than 200 pounds (SO

kilograms).
A quarter of a mile ( 4 kilometer)

from the mansion, down a driveway

lined by sheriffs deputies and floral
wreaths, the crowd milled around the
gate. Policemen with bullhorns stood on
the brick walls and urged onlookers to
quit pushing and shoving

Hundreds of transistor radios blared
the songs Presley rose to fame with m
the mid-1950-s.

When dusk fell and police said
"That's it, folks. Please leave quietly.
The family has requested this tune for
themselves," a low wail of anguish
welled up and the crowd, estimated at
that point at 30,030, surged at the gates. .

Police held firm, but the crowd did
not Oegin to disperse until an hour later,
when officers on motorycles drove
slowly down the sidewalks along Elvis
Presley Boulevard to clear them

Hours later, several thousand per-
sons sail milled around the gates,
apparently intending to see the hearse
leave for the cemetery today.

Memphis Police Director Buddy
Chapman estimated the total crowd for
the day at more than 80,000. He said

20,000 were allowed inside the gates and
into the music room to see the body. He
commanded a force of 30 National
Guardsmen, 80 policemen and 40

sheriff's deputies at the scene
Flags were lowered to half mast

through much of the South, and
President Carter lauded Presley as a
symnoi of the nation's "vitality,
rebelliousness and good humor."

Radio stations coast to coast planned
a moment of silence to coincide with his
private funeral.

The Memphis Fire Department said
it kept six ambulances in constant
service ferrying mourners stricken
with heat prostration to hospitals.

Several arrests for disorderly con-
duct were reported.

The immediate family, including
Presley's father, Vernon, and his bride-to-b-e,

18-year-- old Ginger Alden,
remained secluded in Graceland.

The sickly, sweet smell of funeral

(See CAUSE, page 1C)


